
DECEMBER 2021/JANUARY 2022   •   Zuhrah Arabian          Page  1

DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021 WWW.ZUHRAHSHRINE.ORGVOLUME MMXXI • NUMBER #6

Zuhrah Shrine, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Zip Code 54003 

Permit No. 2

1,304 Members



Page  2         Zuhrah Arabian  •  Minneapolis, Minnesota  •   www.zuhrahshrine.org

Inside This Edition 2021 ELECTED OFFICERS

2021 APPOINTED OFFICERS

Potentate  
Jon Pavola

and Lady
Jean

Chief Rabban
Curt Quast

and Lady
Heather

Assistant Rabban
Scott Hughes

and Lady
Suzanne

Oriental Guide
Clif Bailey

and Lady
Heather

Recorder
PP Jim 

Burlingame, 
Jr.

and Lady
Linda

Treasurer
PP Al 

Niederhaus
and Lady

Deb

High Priest & Prophet
Tim Jirak

Potentate Message .............................................  page 3
Chiefs of Staff Corner..........................................  page 4 
Jennifer’s Jottings ...............................................  page 5
September Membership ....................................  page 6
Masonic Relations ..............................................  page 8
Stuart P. Sullivan New Chief Development..........  page 9
Zuhrah Drums Corps .........................................  page 10
Zuhrah Shrine Horse Patrol ...............................  page 12
Bill Bailey .........................................................  page 13
Imperial Session ...............................................  page 13
Zuhrah Pipes & Drums ......................................  page 14
Women’s Auxiliary ...........................................  page 14
Legion of Honor ................................................  page 15
Minnesota Valley Shriners Club ........................  page 15
BASC ................................................................  page 16
Funsters ...........................................................  page 16
Zuhrah Rod & Gun Club ..................................... page 17
Steel Drum Band ..............................................  page 18
Zuhrah Arabian Summer Highlights .............  page 20-23

STORIES:

1st Ceremonial Master: Nate Smithson  (Lady Robyn)

2nd Ceremonial Master:  Rodger Schmid  (Lady Becky)

Marshall:  Scott Fredell  (Lady Lois)

Captain of the Guard:  Steve Scheffert  (Lady Kathy)

Outer Guard:  Ron Wilcox  (Lady Brenda)

Chaplain: Loran Goff  (Lady Judy)

Imperial Representative: PP Ron Devoll (Lady Jill)

Zuhrah Shrine Center
Hours of Operation

Zuhrah Shriners administrative office:
Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon

VoiceMail and Email Addresses
Zuhrah phone 952-426-3023

You may also email comments and questions as follows:

   

In an effort to make your Divan more accessible to the Nobility,
we have created an email address: divan@zuhrah.org.

Please put this in your address book. If you want to ask the Divan a question or 
make a suggestion, or if you are concerned about something, send an email to 

this address and the entire Divan will get a copy.
The Divan has committed to follow up with all emails that we receive.

Send changes of address to 6120 Blue Circle Drive, Minnetonka, MN 55343-9109

office@zuhrah.org
fraternal@zuhrah.org
accounting@zuhrah.org
ladiesconnect@zuhrah.org

events@zuhrah.org
media@zuhrah.org
potentate@zuhrah.org
volunteer@zuhrah.org

Find us on Facebook
@ZuhrahShrineCenter

Missing?
Clyde has gone on a pilgrimage 

inside of the temple.

Come see where his travels take him.

612-824-2656

standardheating.com
Check out our specials online!

MEMBERS
Send Changes of Address to:

6120 Blue Circle Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55343-9109

or: 952-426-3023
or: office@zuhrah.org
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Upcoming Zuhrah Events
December 10th Stated meeting dinner 5:45pm 
meeting 7pm

December 17th Ugly Sweater Bunco 6:30pm at the Oasis

January 1st New Year’s day Brunch 8am to 1pm open to 
Members, Ladies and guests.

January 14th Annual Meeting 5:45pm dinner 
meeting 7pm

January 28th Bunco 6:30pm at the Oasis

February 10th-12 MSA in Green Bay, WI

Friends,

Thank You

Thank you for the great friendships, generous contributions and 
tireless effort throughout this past year. I am so thankful for all the fun 
experiences and laughter, except for that one time when we laughed 
so hard that the adult beverage kind of came up through my nose. 

Zuhrah Shriners is an organization made up of the Divan, Nobles 
and ladies who have all earned a genuine personal bear hug. I have 
truly treasured the experience of the journey. Your friendship has 
made my life better. Our closeness is ever lasting. Soon my title and 
responsibilities will change. A leader only emerges for a brief time 
from the ranks and to the ranks he will soon return. I will fully support 
and serve at the pleasure of the next Potentate, and I will continue to 
serve as long as the Potentate wants me to. 

Membership

Simple, direct and to the point – Zuhrah has to get more active 
Shriners. I may be proud of a thousand great achievements with 
Zuhrah Shriners and admit to one true relentless disappointment. Our 
membership decline is obvious, tiresome and brutal. I truly despise 
the thought of losing more than I love the act of winning. Hard truth is 
that we are losing the membership battle. 

The price for a winner is effort. “There’s a new sheriff in town” is 
often used by new leadership as an announcement of change or as 
a statement attributed to “I’m a little smarter now than I was before 
for all the stupid things I’ve done”. Let me issue you a ‘New Sheriff in 
Town’ challenge for 2022: inspire at least one Brother Mason to join 
Zuhrah Shriners. 

Non Payment of Dues

Our membership team has been working on lowering the number 
of Zuhrah Nobles who are in danger of suspension at the end of the 
year. The Non-payment of dues list is down to about 40 Nobles. First, 
there was a sincere email request for payment of dues sent out in 
October. A well-crafted letter was mailed in November to the remaining 
NPD Nobles. At the time of this article the membership committee is 
making its end of year effort. A calling campaign is now underway. 

Your annual dues payment is important in the success of our 
temple, our international fraternity and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. I sincerely hope that you have renewed your membership. 
At the very least respect our time and effort and please contact our 
Administrative Assistant Jennifer with any questions or personal issues 

with payment of annual dues – her 
office hours are 9 am till noon – 
Monday through Friday. The Office 
phone number is 952-426-3023

The Big Gift

Would you consider gifting 
Zuhrah Shriners in your will or 
estate? Never in history has 
there been more money left 
for organizations than right 
now. Members of the Greatest 
Generation are collectively leaving 
billions of dollars to organizations 
throughout the United States. It’s 
been estimated that Baby Boomers 
that are now reaching retirement 
age will pass on some $30 trillion 
over the next 30 to 40 years. Your 

gracious bequest will help ensure the infinite preservation of our great 
Zuhrah Shrine Organization. 

Nicely Done

The Camel Crawl was an awesome new Zuhrah Shrine event driven 
by Steve Scheffert.  This event’s proceeds directly supports the children 
of our healthcare system. This year’s Pote’s Ball was a spectacular 
annual Zuhrah Shrine event. It was elegantly executed by a special 
group: Curt, Heather, Al, Deb, Scott, Suzanne and the ball committee.

The Challenge of Adaptability

People are now in the habit of staying home. We all have seen 
lower numbers at this year’s State Fair, movie theaters and social 
events. Gradually Shrine Events will transition into larger participation 
numbers as people accept and live within their new normal.

From the start of the year Zuhrah’s Divan has had the Nobles and 
their family’s safety and experience first in all we do. The State of 
Minnesota Covid-19 restrictions are always followed to protect our 
families. Having an open playbook has helped this year with adapting 
a flexible strategy and in making changes with this year’s schedule. 
Covid-19 didn’t make 2021 easier or more forgiving, however we did 
become more adaptable and resilient. I hope you all had ‘Fun in 21’

Jon R. Pavola 
2021 Potentate Zuhrah Shriners

Potentate Message

Jon Pavola
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Sunshine Committee
When you hear of a noble who has been ill, hospitalized, 
convalescent, or shut-in, please contact Zuhrah Shriners, 
952-426-3023. It is important to provide the noble’s address, 
name of hospital or nursing home. We now have a new  
email address, you can contact the committee 
at sunshine@zuhrah.org.

A new sign-out system has been implemented for wheelchairs on 
loan from Zuhrah Shriners. If you have obtained a wheelchair in the 
past and are not using it, we would appreciate having it returned. 
We have had many requests for wheelchairs this year. If you return a 
wheelchair, kindly return it through the office for our record keeping. 
Donated wheelchairs in good condition will be accepted, too.

Units and Clubs
When you have news to include in an issue of the Arabian,
please send it by email, if possible, to arabian@zuhrah.org

NEWS
• Send your news in the body of an email, or attach a Word

document, or attach a PDF – especially for event ads.
• Put Arabian in the Subject line of the email.

PHOTOS
• Attach JPG photos to an email or a Word document

• Original digital photos are preferred
• Set digital cameras to higher-quality file size

• Identify people in photo
• Include caption for use with the photo.

DEADLINE: 10th of January
News submitted after deadline will be included on a space available basis.

Chiefs of Staff Corner

Mike Leier Kevin Thune

Greetings & Salutations from your Chiefs of Staff! 

We hope that everyone has had a nice fall. Winter is upon us 
once again and we start planning the upcoming year. As the year 
wraps up, we are welcoming the leadership changes within our 
Temple, Units and Clubs. 

All the Unit & Clubs should have now elected their new officers 
for 2022. Please make sure you get your installations scheduled as 
soon possible. The U & C have elected their new officers for the 
coming year. President Jon Pavola, VP Bill Yungk, Secretary Robert 
Dull and Treasurer Mike Leier. We welcome your support as much 
as we are planning to support you. If your Unit or Club needs help 
reach out. We are all in this together as a team.

An item we wish to convey to the Nobles of Zuhrah. All of us 
are volunteers in this great organization. Zuhrah needs everyone to 
jump in and make our Temple succeed. Consider helping whenever 
you can this coming up year. Raise your hand, be proud of what you 
represent.

Talking about volunteering! Zuhrah has a very important fund 
raiser left this year. The Festival of Trees. December 10-12 at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. Send the COS an email if you can 
help out. 

As this will be my last COS article to be involved in. I would like 
to express my thanks to Deputy Chief Kevin Thune, Past Chiefs 
for their advice, Nobles and Ladies for all your support these past 
four years. A special thanks to Illustrious Sir Jon Pavola for waiting 
to ask me to be Chief after I had a couple of beers, you know me 
well. More important Sir your confidence in me. My honor to serve 
Zuhrah Shriners. What a fun and fulfilling ride

For any questions or concerns please email us at cos@zuhrah.org
Fraternally,

Mike Leier  Kevin Thune
Chief of Staff  Deputy Chief of Staff

IN MEMORIAM

Rodney Hendrickson
Stanley G Tilly
 John E Mitchel

FISH
 ON!FISH
 ON!

Indoor Ice Fishing Tournament
Raffle | Fundraiser

First Annual

January 22nd, 2022

Sponsored by
 Zuhrah Rod and Gun Club

OFFICE: 952.426.3023  |  SCOTT FREDELL: 612.817.0325  |  RON WILCOX: 763.370.3036

Zuhrah Shrine Center
6120 Blue Circle Drive, Minnetonka

SILENT AUCTION
DOOR PRIZES

GAMES TO PLAY
RAFFLES

$40 FOR EACH
ZUHRAH

Fishing License
includes Shorelunch

Doors Open at 4:30pm  |  FISH FRY at 5pm  |  TOURNAMENT FISHING at 6:30pm

Zuhrah
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Jennifer’s Jottings
Hello!

Autumn has officially hit and by the time everyone reads 
this, we are expected to have had snow fall. Those of you who 
have headed south, for either the season or a full move, I can 
have my bags packed and be on my way to visit whenever you 
want me. 

It is well known throughout Masonry that rsvps are a 
challenging thing. I will also concede that many of our flyers 
haven’t been great at a clean time to let someone know you 
are attending an event. That being said, I am feeling like it has 
gotten worse. For a quick example, for Stated Meetings I need 
to let the caterer know by the Monday when I leave how many 
are attending for food on that Friday. I am usually still getting 
calls on Thursday. We try to be accommodating but I could 
really use everyone’s help with this. 

I truly want to thank all those who have already paid their 
2022 dues! You have been keeping me very busy processing 
them and I appreciate it. I do want everyone to know though 
that the stickers that Imperial sends for your cards are running 
late this year. We usually get some to the office and then they 
start mailing to the Nobles as they pay. We have not gotten any 
yet and have been told to expect them at the end of November. 
If for some reason you need proof of payment and have not yet 
gotten your sticker, let the office know and I can help.  

Thank you!
Jennifer

Notice is hereby given to that the Annual 
Meeting of Zuhrah Shriners, a non-profit 
association of Shriners International, an Iowa 
Corporation, and of Zuhrah Temple Trustees, 
Incorporated, a Minnesota Corporation, will 
be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, January, 14, 
2022 at Zuhrah Shrine Center, 6120 Blue Circle 
Drive, Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343. 
  
The Election of officers of Zuhrah Shrines and 
of the Directors of Zuhrah Temple Trustees, 
Incorporated, and the transaction of such 
other business as may come before the 
meeting, will be held on that date and time. 

According to the Bylaws of Shriners 
International, notice of the election 
regulations, Section 325.11 are as follows;

(a) Electioneering.  The printing, publication, 
circulating or distribution of resolutions, 
letters,  telegrams, tickets or other devices by a 
Noble, suggesting, recommending, opposing or 
containing the names of proposed candidates 
for office in the Temple is prohibited.

(b) Vioation.   For  any violation of (a), the 
Imperial Potentate may suspend any offending 
Noble and he may declare the election of 
officers void and order a new election.

(c) Notice.  At least one week prior to the 
Annual Meeting or any election, the Temple 
Recorder shall mail to each member a notice 
thereof containing this section.

Respectfully submitted,
James O. Burlingame, Jr. P.P
2021 Zuhrah Recorder

Annual Meeting Notice

	

	

FEBRUARY 10TH-12TH 

Radisson conference center 

REGISTRATION IS $116.20/PERSON 

ROOM RATES ARE SINGLE/DOUBLE $114.35 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

MORE INFORMATION TO COME 

CONTACT CLIF BAILEY 

cliftonbailey77@gmail.com	
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CRUISE TO ALASKA - 2022
Chief  Rabban Curt Quast and Lady Heather invite you 

to join us on a 7 Night Alaska Dawes Glacier Cruise
aboard the Ovation of  the Seas

September
16th – 23rd, 2022

Cruise Itinerary:

• 9/16 – Seattle, WA

• 9/17 – Cruising

• 9/18 – Ketchikan, AK

• 9/19 – Endicott Arm/Dawes Glacier
and Juneau, AK

• 9/20 – Skagway, AK

• 9/21 – Cruising

• 9/22 – Victoria, British Columbia

• 9/23 – Seattle, WA

FOR RESERVATIONS AND PRICING, 
CALL ROYAL CARIBBEAN 

INTERNATIONAL:

1-800-465-3595, OPTION 4

GROUP NUMBER/NAME:
5993437/ZUHRAH SHRINE

See RoyalCaribbean.com for shore 
excursions and extras.

Please call today and reserve your 
stateroom for this great trip!!

(Airfare and transportation to/from port not 
included.)

December Membership
Over the last few years of being on the Membership 

Committee I have had a chance to talk with a lot of Shriners, not 
just from Zuhrah but from many temples around the US. One of 
the things that has really become clear is that MEMBERSHIP is 
more than just joining. Membership is being involved. The last 
few years I have gotten to witness many of you having fun in 
parades, playing musical instruments, serving the community, 
playing games, and just hanging out with fellow Shriners. As the 
end of the year approaches, we must take the unpleasant step 
of reading the names of those that will be dropped for non-
payment of dues. It is very unfortunate. Yes, being a Mason 
and a Shriner is a time commitment, but the reward is seeing 
the smiles on kids faces in a parade, the THANK YOU from an 
adult that is living a normal life after receiving care from our 
hospitals, seeing the smiles on each other’s faces as we build 
lasting friendships. One of the things that I have learned is that 
once someone is involved in a Club or Unit, they are much less 
likely to drop out. If you aren’t in a Club or Unit, they would 
love to have you at their next event. You don’t have to commit 
to dozens of parades or breakfasts, just show up and enjoy 
yourself! 
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Masonic Relations
Roger Schmid

“One Day to Masonry
Promote Zuhrah Parade Units”

The ONE DAY TO MASONRY has been announced by the 
Grand Lodge of Minnesota for January 15, 2022.  It will be held at 
the Minnesota Masonic Heritage Center at 11411 Masonic Home 
Drive, Bloomington Minnesota 55437.  A flyer will be posted in the 
eRabian for the next few weeks.  Registration and Fees are due by 
January 5, 2021.  Candidates must be elected to receive the degrees 
by a constituent Lodge.

Now is the time to encourage your prospective Shriner friends 
to take advantage of the One Day to Masonry opportunity and 
help grow our great fraternity.  One way to encourage your friends 
is to promote the many parade units of Zuhrah Shrine.  This past 
summer many of the clubs found it difficult to get enough members 
to showcase their clubs or even to meet the minimum requirements 
to participate in some of the parades.  If you have friends that have 
inquired of you in the past if you have ever driven in those “little 
Shrine cars” or “played in a musical Shrine parade unit”, you may 
have the perfect future Shrine member to fill the voids we felt this 
last summer.  Almost all of the parade units are looking for new 
members.  Please encourage new and old Masons to join the Shrine.

Illustrious Sir, Jon R. Pavola and the Board of Trustees requests 
help and experience from the Nobility (members, units or clubs) to 
assist the House Committee in accomplishing the following much 
needed tasks at Zuhrah:

1. Solve Hard Water issues (which have caused equipment 
damage and repairs), recommend fixes and work with experienced 
contractor (if needed) to correct problem.

2. Replace worn original carpeting.  Procure bids and manage 
project to completion.

3. Update Zuhrah Center with energy saving LED Lighting inside 
the building.  We are searching for an experienced electrician 
or person willing to work with a LED provider, and manage this 
project to completion.

If you are interested in helping your Zuhrah Shrine Center, the 
Zuhrah Divan and Board of Trustees directly with these projects (or 
helping raise money for these projects), please contact Illustrious 
Sir, Jon R Pavola or contact the Zuhrah office. 

New events are continually being posted in the weekly eRabian 
and many Holiday parties are being hosted by the units and clubs.  
Remember to invite your family, friends and especially non-Masonic 
friends to join us at open events.  The Oasis is always open during 
Bingo, Bunco and other fun events.  Hope to see you at the Oasis 
soon!

Let’s all continue to help Zuhrah grow and “Have Fun in 21”! 

Take Care, Stay Healthy, Smile and Enjoy the Holiday Season!  

  

ZZUUHHRRAAHH  IISS  SSTTIILLLL  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIINNGG  PPOOPP  TTAABBSS!!!!!!  
 

Please continue to collect and bring your tabs to the Zuhrah Shrine Center.  There is a 
white basket outside the office where you can drop them off. 

 
Money generated from recycling will continue to be donated to the Woman’s General 

Auxiliary at Shriners Children's – Twin Cities. 
 

In October of 2021 we recycled 607 pounds of tabs and 
made a donation of $473.62!!! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Pop Tab October Donation
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Every year, Shriners Hospitals for Children selects two 
National Patient Ambassadors to represent the health care 
system’s patients. The new ambassadors are announced at 
our Imperial Session (annual convention). They spend the year 
sharing their stories of perseverance in the face of adversity, and 
the ways Shriners Hospitals for Children has made a dramatic, 
life-changing difference in their lives. Meet Sydney and Seth, 
our two new National Patient Ambassadors:

MEET SYDNEY
Sydney, who is from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, learned 

she had scoliosis when she was 10. Her treatment began with 
bracing, but despite a strict exercise regimen and wearing her 
brace 23 hours a day for 1½ years, her curvature progressed. 
Searching for an alternative to spinal fusion surgery, Sydney and 
her family learned about the VBT treatment option.

Sydney had her VBT procedure at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Philadelphia when she was 12, performed by Steven 
W. Hwang, M.D.

“VBT has allowed Sydney to retain her flexibility and to get 
back to all the things she loves faster and stronger than ever,” 
said her mother, Melissa.

Now 16, Sydney loves playing the oboe in the school band, and 
enjoys painting and swimming. Sydney, whose great-grandfather 
was a Shriner, looks forward to continuing that family legacy by 
telling her story as a National Patient Ambassador.

“To make my scoliosis journey a more positive experience, I 
had to reach out and to help others,” Sydney said. “I said ‘yes’ to 
being a National Patient Ambassador because Shriners Hospitals 
has done so much for me, and I feel I could never repay that. 
That surgery has changed my life. It has shaped me to be the 
person I am today.”

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN 2021-22
NATIONAL PATIENT AMBASSADORS

MEET SETH

Seth was 11 when his doctor noticed a curvature in his 
spine. They began with a “wait and see” approach, and later 
treatment from a chiropractor. Still, the curvature of his spine 
quickly progressed to a severe degree. He and his family learned 
about Shriners Hospitals for Children from a social media group 
focused on the Vertebral Body Tethering (VBT) treatment for 
scoliosis.

Seth, who is from Fort Wayne, Indiana, underwent VBT 
surgery at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Philadelphia when 
he was 13. The surgery, performed by Joshua Pahys, M.D., 
helped the young athlete quickly return to the playing field.

“My pain has been reduced dramatically, my curvature is half 
what it used to be, and my flexibility is on par with my peers,” 
Seth said.

Seth, now 17, enjoys playing many sports, including football, 
baseball and basketball, and is now focusing on competitive 
golf.

“VBT has given me the opportunity to perform my best in 
athletics without the limitations of scoliosis,” Seth said. “The 
extra inch I gained on the operating table didn’t hurt on the 
basketball court either.”

Seth is pleased and proud to have the opportunity to be a 
National Patient Ambassador for Shriners Hospitals for Children.

“I was impressed by the amazing treatment that I received at 
Shriners Hospitals, and I would be honored to guide someone 
to their care,” Seth said. “It will mean a lot to me to give back to 
the Shriners community because of the gift that they gave me.”

*Taken from the Shriners Hospital Blog
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CAMEL CRAWL 2021

Zuhrah Drum Corps made 
its second appearance for 
2021 at the Zuhrah Camel 
Crawl and Ceremonial in 
Montgomery, Minnesota on 
Saturday Sept 25, 2021.

The Camel Crawl was a 
fund raiser for the Shrine 
Hospital. As part of the 
registration fee tshirts and 
medals were given to those 
who participated in the Camel 
Crawl.

 Along the “run” the Drum 
Corps, and the Zuhrah Pipe 
Band took turns barnstorming 
a few of the local eating and 
drinking establishments in 
downtown Montgomery.

A good time was had by all 
who participated in this event 
and the Drum Corps was 
happy to provide the musical 
interlude for all to enjoy. 

NEW GUYS

We welcome two new 
members to our group, 
Rob McChesney and Dave 
Christiansen who performed 
for the first time with us at the 
Camel Crawl in Montgomery. 

Rob, 39, says his past 
musical experience was 
playing guitar and cello in 
grade school, took on the bass 
drum. “I was invited to come 
sit in with the Drum Corps and 
see if I could make sense out 
of the bass drum. Turns out, 
Rob continues, I was able to 
make it sound like it belonged 
in the song through tips from 
other players and playing 

what I heard.” And so, with 
many hours of practice along 
with the help of our veteran 
bass drummer, Mike Leier, 
Rob had no problem picking 
up the beat and the music.

The boom, boom, boom 
beat of the bass drum is 
important, for the timing of 
the music being played as 
well as the timing needed to 
keep the Corps in step while 
marching. We are happy 
to report that Rob has “got 
the beat” and he is looking 
forward to the challenge 
of learning more intricate 
syncopated beats of the bass 
drum.

On his experience with 
the Drum Corps and Zuhrah 
Shrine, Rob says, “I was 
accepted in a very friendly 
manner that had the feeling of 
home, music skills lacking and 
all. The music came second 
to service, fellowship and 
friendship. It’d been a great 
experience coming together 
for the community and 
meeting new people of all age 
groups and backgrounds. The 
feeling I most take away is that 
of satisfaction and happiness. 
I never had a bad time with 
this group of guys.” By the 
way, Rob is currently going 
thru his Entered Apprentice 
degree with Fraternal Lodge 
#92, Princeton, Minnesota.

Rob is the kind of guy 
we look forward to having 
in our unit, someone with 
no musical experience, but 
within a few short months is 
ready to perform with us. This 
could be YOU! As my dear 
wonderful father -in - law, Leo 
Schwintek was fond of saying, 
“you can’t learn any younger.”

 Dave Christiansen, 37, 
soprano horn. Dave, although 
being away from playing a 
horn for 15 years has six years 

of experience playing the 
soprano horn and two years 
with the baritone horn in 
symphonic band.

On his experience so far 
with the Zuhrah Drum Corps, 
Dave says, “(being) in the 
Drum Corps is a great time, 
a great way to meet people 
and hopefully raise money 
for the system of hospitals.”

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Garrett 
Aalfs and Kelly Jo Gustofson.  
were wed on October 
16, 2021 in New Prague, 
Minnesota. Here’s to a 
lifetime of happiness, Garrett 
and Kelly Jo may the years 
ahead be filled with love and 
joy.

Right you are Dave, “Fun, 
Fellowship, Philanthropy” 
is what being a Shriner is all 
about.

Dave is an amazing talent 
on the trumpet and we are 
excited to have him join our 
hornline and Zuhrah Drum 
Corps.

If you are new to Zuhrah 
Shrine and you’re looking 
for place to hang your fez, 
please consider the Zuhrah 
Drum Corps or any other 
unit or club in Zuhrah. It will 
make your time in the Shrine 
a worthwhile endeavor filled 
with fun and rewarding 
experiences.

BLACK CAMEL

We were sad to hear 
of the passing of Roberta 
‘Birdie’ Olson, 86, March 10, 
1935, September 10, 2021. 
We all know that Birdie was 
the partner of Rich Lyons for 
18 years.

 Birdie was one of the 
many drum corps ladies who 
made her presence at drum 
corps activities and travels 
a sheer delight. During her 

funeral service, close friend 
Ken Chambers eulogized Birdie 
with kind, loving words. At one 
point Ken quoted Maya Angilou, 
“I’ve learned that people will 
forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how 
you made them feel.”   And that 
was Birdie, she was a special 
person, who was always glad to 
see you, share a hug and spend 
some time with you. She will be 
missed for that twinkle in her 
eye, her bright smile, her love 
and kindness.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

Lastly, we hope that all of you 
were able to have your family 
come together for Thanksgiving 
festivities, your Holiday and 
New Year activities.

Best wishes to all for a fun 
and prosperous 2022 from your 
friends ZUHRAH SHRINE DRUM 
CORPS.
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Drum Corp Montgomery Garrett and Kelly Aalfs

Rich Lyons and Birdie Olson Noble Lane Esswein of the Drum Corp dropped off pop tabs for 
the Ladies Auxiliary.  He has neighboring business collect them 
and he picks them up.  Heather Mewhinney just brought our 

tabs in and made $473.62 for the Ladies Aux.  

Rob McChesney

Dave Christianson
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in our 2020, we wholeheartedly 
congratulate our Brother Noble 
Brad for the honor bestowed upon 
him by Illustrious Sir Verl Raap!

In another story for this issue, 
I want to share reflections of 
Brother Noble Art Hart, who had a 
long and honorable career with the 
Minneapolis Police Department 
and was in the 2nd class of MPD 
Mounted Patrol.  As you may 
already know, Minneapolis Police 
Mounted Patrol train and board at 
Zuhrah.

His story has humble 
beginnings, originally from Eau 
Claire where his father commuted 
from and to the Twin Cities for his 
job in tool and die.  In one such 
journey, a truck driver fell asleep 
and hit Art’s Dad while he was 
commuting to work.  One broken 
femur later, his dad decided to 
move the family to the Twin Cities.

In 1955 Art’s family moved 
to 49th and Washburn on the 
northside to a converted garage, 
behind an old farmhouse.  The 
oil burner in the middle of the 
floor, toilet in a corner and a 
sheet for a wall. Three beds and 
two people to a bed; Art and his 
brother slept on a fold out couch, 
2 sisters shared a bed in a room 
and Art’s parents in a room.  Fuel 
was 1 block away .85 for 5 gallons.  
Although I’m not sure how to do 
the math to understand if that was 
a good deal.

Two years later they moved 
from the garage to the farm house, 
complete with a coal furnace, 
bathroom with a toilet and a 
bathtub. Scrap wood to stoke the 
fire, quite a step up.

In 1959 they moved to 5th Ave 
N between Penn and Queen.  Art 
was in 11th grade, but in a different 
school district. He wanted to 
continue to attend Patrick Henry 
High school so he hitchhiked and 
managed to get to school. His 
sisters went to Lincoln Jr high and 
North high.  In the new residence, 
the hardwood floors bulged such 
that one door couldn’t close and it 
was a tenement by standards back 
then.  Art said the landlord was 
great, no kidding.

Art was stock boy at 15 at 
Woolworths in Robbinsdale, then 
an assistant manager.  He helped 
open the Brookdale Woolworths 

As I see our neighbors to the 
west shovel, we know the familiar 
cold white stuff falling from 
the sky is imminent and maybe 
already here by the time this 
article is published.  I look forward 
to a wonderful Thanksgiving and 
Holliday (Christmas, Hannukah, 
Kwanza, you name it!) season for 
our membership and families.  

In this issue, I want to share 
with you Horseman Brad Randall 
received 2020’s Potentate Medal 
from Illustrious Sir Verl Raap.  
Although every member of 
the Horsemen knows of Brad’s 
incredible work ethic, we are 
happy the Potentate recognized 
Brad for all he does and continues 
to do.  

I remember first meeting Brad 
at Zuhrah Shrine circus several 
years ago, before he was a Mason 
or a Shriner.  At the time he 
explained to me his Grandfather 
was a Shriner and that he had a 
tattoo of the Shriner symbol.  It 
was the biggest Shriner tattoo I 
had ever seen.  I asked him who 
his Grandfather was and he said 
“Earle T Anderson Jr.”, and I about 
fell over.  Earle T. Anderson!  I ran 
and got Dick Rindal immediately 
and we confirmed Brad was the 
legacy of a Shriner who did much 
for Zuhrah and the Horsemen.  
I was on the membership 
committee at the time and the 
rest is history.  Verl was the second 
signer, by the way.  Although 2020 
was a year we are happy to be 

as an assist manager, and then 
the Kenwood Duluth as assistant 
manager.  From Duluth he was 
drafted into the army, Feb 1964.  
Basic at Fort Leonardwood, and 
then Fort Lewis, WA 12th Infantry 
of the 4th Infantry division.

Art came home in 1966, 
back to Woolworths for about a 
month before he applied for time 
keeper (payroll clerk) at the city 
of Minneapolis.  He noted that 
cops looked like they were having 
more fun than him so when an 
announcement came over his desk 
the city was looking to hire police 
officers, Art applied.  He had some 
things going for him; he was a city 
resident, he was already working 
for the city and he was a veteran. 
He was hired in 1968 as a police 
officer.  

Art did 9 years patrol 2nd 
precinct (NE), did a year beat 
at 1st precinct and became a 
Sergeant.  Working 1st Precinct 
for a year then the 6th precinct 
24th and Nicollet (which no 
longer exists).  He worked in the 
Street crimes unit, supervised the 
decoy unit and helped start the 
Emergency Response Unit (which 
later became SWAT) with John 
Brodin, Gary Weimar, Billy Chaplin.  
Art then went to 5th Precinct with 
partner Bob Jensen to supervise 
power-shift, then mid-watch.  
Art was an FTO supervisor (new 
officer training) for a year and 
a half, worked at Downtown 
Command.  In 1997 Art was the 
special events coordinator, this 
means he oversaw the handling 
of special events, dignitaries, and 
police reserves.  One fun fact; Art, 
in coordination with the Secret 
Service, moved the federal reserve 
$6.5 billion within 5-6 hours.  The 
resources used; SWAT, snipers, 
boats, belly dumps, metro buses.  

Art was recruited out of 5th 
Precint to join the MPD Mounter 
Patrol by Lt. Shirleen Hoffman.  Art 
remembers of Lt Hoffman that she 
was a first class cop, and one of the 
first females on the department.  
Lt. Hoffman eventually became a 
SWAT commander.  For Art, she 
was a great mentor; she picked 
supervisors, trained them and let 
them do their job.

Art graduated Basic Mounted 
Police and Horsemanship School 

on March 15th, 1996.  Of the nine-
person class three were from 
Minneapolis Park Police; R.P. Ohotto, 
Mary Katzner and Brian Rodgers (who 
became a Mason and Shriner).  Six 
were from MPD; Art, Bobby Gretton 
(our current Captain for ZSHP), Dan 
Rowen, Lyle Beauchamp, Gary Duren 
and Roy Witzman.

Art recalls riding up and down 
the Target Center steps and on the 
bridge to the sculpture garden.  He 
also recalls a time when on Mounted 
Horse Patrol at 5th and Hennepin 
(when it was a parking lot) there 
was a help call (officer in distress) 
at 3rd and Hennepin.  An officer 
encountered a slumper (a person 
appearing to be sleeping in a car).  A 
fight ensued between the slumper 
and the officer.  Art went in the 
direction at a cantor (run).  There was 
a narrow gate and a three-and-a-half-
foot wall, Art planned to go through 
the narrow gate but the horse had 
other plans and jumped the fence.  
Art got there and helped subdue 
the slumper.  I’m sure the horse was 
quite a surprise to the slumper!

Before the MPD started using the 
Zuhrah Shriner facility they housed 
their horses at the U of M paddock.  
It was a smaller landlocked facility.  
They would transport the horses to 
the Shrine barn for training or for 
service in the city.  Eventually it just 
made sense for MPD to train and 
board out of the Zuhrah facility.  We 
are proud of what contribution we 
can make to them and pray for the 
safety of  Officers.

Art says much of the schooling for 
the MPD Mounted Patrol is similar to 
when he went through the course.  
He says one significant addition to 
the program is Dennis Auslaum’s de-
sensitivity training.  Art continues to 
volunteer MPD Mounted Patrol as an 
instructor for Dennis Auslaum.  Art 
assists with self-defense on horseback 
and equitation (how to ride). Art says 
the current MPD mounted class looks 
excellent.  Officers with no previous 
riding experience in this class are up 
and riding within one week and that 
is impressive!

We thank Art Hart for his 
venerable service to our community 
and the services he continues to 
provide for new riders!

  

Andrew Arashiba
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BAND NOTES
A Deep Tradition

Zuhrah has had a very colorful history and the Zuhrah Band is no 
exception, being filled with great accomplishments and a number of Past 
Potentates. 

All four were active with the Band before, during, and after their year 
as Potentate.

The band has always been proud of their awards as they were 
consistently voted number one in Shrine Bands at Imperial competition as 
both a Concert Band and the Marching Band.

To recognize one of our senior bandsmen who has served Zuhrah 
Band in so many ways; as President in 1973, a Board Member, and longest 
serving director of the German Band. He has played the trumpet in the 
Concert Band, Flames, Brass Choir, and the German Band. Our Fezzes are 
off to Duane Werner who has been a member of the band since 1968. 
I first met Duane when I learned we had played with the same Dance 
Band. Duane lived in southern Minnesota and had played with the Rollie 
Wickman Band. Rollie had an old time band and a modern band which 
played in ballrooms in Minnesota. Thank you to Duane for sharing the 
tradition and excellence in the Zuhrah Band.

On a somber note, one of our trombone players, Doug Last was killed 
in a tragic accident as he was broadsided on his way home in Wisconsin. 
His family asked for memorials to go to Shriners’ Hospital in his name. We 
also now have lost Jim Rausenberger. Besides playing in our band he also 
played with the Osman and Yelduz bands as a Shriner, along with being a 
Past President with Bloomington ASC.

The Band had an active summer with twelve parades and took a few 
months off. We are now getting ready for a couple holiday shows and are 
enjoying being back together.

Gary Lundgren

J A N U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 2

REGISTRATION AND FEES DUE BY JANUARY 5TH  
(CANDIDATE MUST BE ELECTED TO RECEIVE DEGREES BY A CONSTITUENT LODGE)

GRAND LODGE OF MINNESOTA 

ONE DAY 
TO MASONRY 

E A  •  F C  •  M M

(Includes all degree fees and assessments, white apron, cipher, 
manual, meals, name badge, and Freemasons for Dummies)

DEGREE FEE:  $250

M I N N E S O T A  M A S O N I C  
H E R I T A G E  C E N T E R   

AT THE

Candidate and lunch reservations can be made online -  
www.mn-masons.org/event/oneday-2022  
or with the Grand Lodge office:  952-948-6700 | grandsec@grandlodgemn.org 
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The Zuhrah Pipes & Drums

December is generally a slow 
month for the Zuhrah Pipes 
& Drums. The parades and 
performances for the year are 
done, and typically we start to 
slow down a bit.  This year there 
seems to be a renewed interest 
by some members of the band 
to resume practice, and start 
working to improve our band for 
the future.  The Zuhrah Pipes & 
Drums have started practicing 
with our Brothers from across the 
river, the Osman Pipes & Drums, 
practicing every other week at 
Zuhrah, and on opposite weeks 
at Osman.  The opportunity has 
allowed us to work on new music, 
and adding other harmonies 
to some of our existing tunes. 
We are having strong practices, 
and the time spent on practice 
chanters, drum pads, and tenor 
spins is grand after the long time 
spent not practicing due to the 
pandemic.

In addition to our practice 
schedule, there is much work 
going on in preparation for the 
2022 Imperial Shrine Session in 
Minneapolis next July.  We are 
into the planning mode for all of 
the S.C.O.T.S events which will 
take place next July.  S.C.O.T.S. 
is the Imperial Pipes & Drums 
association, and the acronym 
stands for Scottish Ceremonial 
Organizations Throughout 
Shrinedom.  All Pipe Bands in 

Shriners International are a part 
of this organization.    

As we build and improve our 
Pipe Band for the future, one 
of the ways we look to improve 
our Zuhrah Pipes & Drums 
is by adding new pipers and 
drummers.  If you are a Noble 
and looking for an interesting 
unit to be a part of, consider 
joining the Pipes & Drums.  We 
will teach you how to play the 
worlds most misunderstood 
musical instrument, or one of 
the many drums that we play.  
If you have any questions about 
the Pipe Band, please feel free 
to contact me at the number or 
email below.  I can only offer you 
a great amount of fun, and the 
satisfaction of playing with us in 
our 63rd year playing the “sweet 
music in 2022.

It truly is a great time to be a 
member of the Zuhrah Pipes & 
Drums.  Until next month…

Cluich Le Ceol Binn              
(Play the sweet music)

Mac McFarlane, Drum Major
The Zuhrah Pipes & Drums

612-919-2008
macthedrummer@msn.com

On November 13th, the Legion 
of Honor held their annual Veterans 
Day Banquet and Installation of 
Officers for 2022. The Banquet was 
quite successfully provided by the 
able services of Lady Oliver and her 
crew.

Commander Greg Wilson 
reviewed the 2021 year and noted 
that the LOH had successfully 

renewed its’ tradition of representing Zuhrah at a variety of parades.  
This was a challenging year coming out of the Covid Pandemic and 
it was noted that though there were obstacles both logistically and 
strategically, the members of the LOH had risen to the challenges.

Zuhrah LOH lost several long serving and beloved members in 
the prior year: Nobles James A. Connelly, Richard Hyllested, Jerry 
Cleveland, and John McLeod.  A memorial service was provided in 
their honor. The installation of the 2022 Officers was then conducted 
by Chief Rabban Curt Quast.  

The Guest Speakers for the event were Lieutenant Colonel Mike 
Klaphke (Battalion Commander, 1st Squadron, 94th Cavalry, 34th 
Infantry Division), who provided an excellent review of the Minnesota 
National Guard’s service over the last two decades.  Especially 
with regards to the numerous tours the Red Bulls experienced in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.  

State Congressman Joe McDonald (District 29A) discussed his 
experiences with members of the Shrine and the leadership members 
of our Fraternity have provided over the years..

   Final comments were provided by Chief Rabban Curt Quast.
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Minnesota Valley Shriners Club
As we approach the Holiday season, it’s fun to 

look back, reflect on our accomplishments and look 
ahead to 2022.

In October, we had our Pancake Breakfast 
fundraiser at the Savage American Legion.  It was 
our first fundraiser for the club in two years.  It 
didn’t take long to knock off the rust and jump right 
in to making pancakes, French toast, scrambled eggs 
and sausage.  As the accompanying pictures show, 
we had a good turnout serving over 200 guests.  It 
was fun to see the people venture out again after 
the long break since the last breakfast.  The ladies 
did a fantastic job with their Bake Sale, raising 
almost $1,000 for the Womens General Auxiliary 
at the Childrens Clinic.  Since we’ve started keeping 
records of their sales, they have raised over $14,000 
for the children.  That is an accomplishment we are 
extremely proud of!

Our monthly meeting in December will be at 
the Savage American Legion on December 16th and 
will be our Holiday Party.  Our dinners are open to 
all Shriners, their ladies and any guests you would 
like to invite.  Our January meeting will be at Fong’s 
Event Center in Prior Lake and will include our 
officer installation.  Any club or unit is invited to join 
us for their officer installation also.  Contact me with 
your RSVP if you ever want to join us. 

We are looking forward to a busy 2022.  Our 
incoming President will be none other than our 
Illustrious Sir Jon Pavola.  He’s fresh off nearly a 
decade on the Divan and a year as Potentate so he’s 
well qualified to take hold of our gavel.  I thank him 
for stepping up to take on this role.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
MVSC members for helping me through my year of 
being President.  Also, I want to give a big THANK 
YOU to my wife Diane who helped me immensely 
with my duties.  I look forward to helping Jon in the 
coming year.

Jim Berg
President, MVSC

612-433-9700
 jim53roj@gmail.com

Our December Holiday Party will 
be held on December 14th at the 
Zuhrah Center.  11:30 meeting, 12:00 
lunch.  Lunch will be served by Jerry 
and Peg Oliver, pasta is on the menu.  
Callers will be taking reservations. 

We want to thank all that have 
donated toys for the Christmas bags 
and for toys that are handed out to 
those that visit the clinic.  A special 
thanks to Steve Downs who donated 
a large box of new books for the 
children.  Brother Steve is from Anoka 
Chapter and is Grand Sentinel, OES.  
Toys are needed all year long and can 
be given to an Auxiliary member or 
Jennifer at Zuhrah Center. 

Pop Tabs are being collected at 
the Center.  Container located by 
Office.  Money collected from tabs 
goes to the Wheel Chair Fund.

We are in the process of redoing 
our by-laws and schedule for the 
New Year.  We have signed up with 
Chico’s clothing store to do our Style 
show in April.  Looking for additional 
events to support or hold during 
the upcoming year.  All ideas are 
welcome.  

We will be sending out our 
meeting minutes to those who have 
submitted their email addresses.  We 
want all to be informed - especially 
those members that cannot attend 
our meetings.  If you want to be 
included and we do not have your 
email address please contact me.

Sue Borgersen, Chair
Susan.borgersen@comcast.net

651-452-5370
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Thanksgiving is past us, and 
now we move on to December, 
the last month of 2021.  October’s 
Social Event was a great success, 
as we ventured to the Chanhassen 
Dinner Theater for a performance 
of The Music Man.  The dinner 
was great and the show itself was 
a lot of fun.  You can see some 
the B.A.S.C. Members, Ladies, and 
Guests in the photos that accompa-

ny this article. What a night, what a 
great deal of FUN.

November started off with a 
great board meeting, maybe the 
best one since I’ve been President 
this year.  There was a lot of discus-
sion led by Board Chairman, Rob 
Dull, on subjects ranging from the 
Infamous B.A.S.C. Pancake Break-
fasts, and discussion about the in-
tricacies of possibly hosting our first 
breakfast in quite some time; there 
was discussion about several other 
fundraising possibilities, and things 
we could to do to promote Zuhrah’s 
Festival of Trees, and other Zuhrah 
events.  We also discussed some 
interesting ideas on how we could 
promote the Clinic.  Overall, some 
exciting stuff, and a with a grand 
plan for our goals for next year, I 
have a good feeling that the B.A.S.C. 
is getting ready to roll in 2022.

Bloomington

The November Social Event, was 
held at Willy McCoy’s Bar & Restau-
rant, another fine Bloomington Eat-
ery.  It was well attended, and the 
group even included our Illustrious 
Sir Jon Pavola, and Lady Jean. As we 
have enjoyed at our social functions 
all year, the food was great, the 
beverages were pleasant, and the 
conversation with good friends was 
gratifying.  I also want to thank Pres-
ident-Elect Adrian Skytland, and 
Lady Mary for hosting the event, as 
Lady Colleen and I were out west 
on vacation.  I understand that the 
evening was great FUN. It was once 
again a grand night for the B.A.S.C.

With some suggestions of the 
board, Lady Colleen and I are work-
ing on the Social Event for Decem-
ber. As of this writing, we are look-
ing at some possibilities.  Watch for 
more details in the Monthly B.A.S.C. 

Newsletter for details on the Decem-
ber event.  Remember that the Zuhrah 
Festival of Trees is coming up on De-
cember 10 -12, and as a prominent 
fundraiser for Zuhrah, several volun-
teers are needed to make it a great 
event for Zuhrah.  If you have the op-
portunity to help, contact Adrian for 
volunteer opportunities. 

In closing, I would say that if you’re 
looking for a FUN group to belong to, 
and live in the south metro, consider 
the Bloomington Area Shrine Club. For 
more information, please contact me 
at the number or email below.

Till Next Month,
Mac McFarlane, 2021 President

The Bloomington Area 
Shrine Club

612-919-2008
dean.j.mcfarlane@gmail.com
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washburn-mcreavy.com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

William L. McReavy William W. McReavy James R. Ewald

612.377.2203

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED SINCE 1857

Hello Rod and Gunners,
MN deer opener for firearms 

has come and gone. If you took 
part in this state holiday I hope you 
were safe and successful. For big 
game we still have archery seasons 
going on and small game is still in 
effect. Stay safe in the fields and 
waters of this great state of ours. 
Duck hunters and water-fowlers 
remember to wear your PFD. In 
October we voted in new Officers 
for 2022. Congratulations to: Pres-
ident is Robin Schwalbe, VP is Dave 
Weidenfeller, Secretary is Scott 
Anderson, and Bill Vice is still Trea-
surer. Welcome our new Officers 
at the Rod and Gun installation of 
Officers and Christmas party De-
cember 8th at the ZSC. The Antique 
Cars Club will be joining us for our 
celebration. Some new items to 
note for 2022. Osseo Gun Club the 
Masonic Pistol Challenge shoots 
will start up in late December and 
will be held on the 5th Wednesdays 
of the month for 2022! Great news 
there. So all you pistol shooters get 
your Blue Lodge organized and get 
at least three shooters signed up to 
shoot in a friendly pistol competi-
tion. This is all indoors of course, so 
come and have a light dinner and 
a little shooting fun. More informa-
tion will be coming out soon.

In 2022 we will also have some 
exciting events to attend and volun-
teer at. The first will be the Zuhrah 
Indoor Ice fishing fundraiser. This 
indoor event will be kid friendly 
and held Saturday January 22nd. 
Mark your calendars now! Shore 
lunch with real deep-fried fish and 
French fries. Door prizes, raffles, 
gift card giveaways, prizes for the 
biggest “fish”. This will be a fun 
family outing. Then February 12th, 
we will have the opportunity to 
volunteer at the Holes 4 Heroes ice 
fishing contest. In the past the Rod 
and Gun Club has been the trans-
portation on and off the ice for the 
contestants. This is a very fun and 
patriotic contest, with tons of priz-
es for all ages. Also very special to 
the Rod and Gun Club is the Dave 
Weidenfeller Memorial ice fishing 
event on Lake Minnetonka. This 
event will be held Saturday January 
19th from noon until noon Sunday 
January 20th. More details coming 
out later, but mark your calendars 
now. 

Beef stick sales went very well. 
Our supply should be pretty low 
or completely sold out. Thank you 
to all the Rod and Gunners that 
worked to make this fundraiser 
successful. 

See you all at the Christmas par-
ty December 8th at 5:00 for social 
hour, 6:00 for dinner and 7:00 for 
games and Installation of Officers.

Scott Fredell 
VP Rod and Gun Club

scottfredell@gmail.com
612-817-0325    

TWIN CITY MONUMENTS
MONUMENTS • MARKERS

FOR ALL CEMETERIES
Cemetery Lettering Vases

Memorial Cleaning

Morrie Toretsky
4827 Minnetonka Blvd.

Minneapolis
(952) 920-4738

John Phillips
1133 University Ave.

St. Paul
(651) 646-1542

ZUHRAH FLYERS
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to fellow Shriners and friends 

from the Zuhrah Flyers.  The year of 2021 has been as challenging as 
any we have seen.  Despite the difficulties of infectious disease and 
uncertainty, the Zuhrah Flyers were able to perform in seven community 
parades, including Apple Valley, Isanti, Buffalo, Sauk Center, Lakeville, 
Saint Anthony and Le Suer.  Special thanks goes out to our Flyers 
membership for  making themselves available to drive our carts, often 
on short notice.  We need additional volunteers during the 2022 season 
so if you have an interest in entertaining people of all ages------and 
having fun doing so-----please consider becoming a Zuhrah Flyer Cart 
Driver.  You can let us know by e-mail, text message or personal contact.  
Your help is needed.

Two special events stand out in 2021.  With multiple changes coming 
at Flying Cloud Airport, we feared that we might lose our hangar space 
that houses the eight carts and two trailers used in the summer parades.  
So we embarked on a long overdue house cleaning, removing for auction 
numerous chairs, table, pancake mixers, grills and other “collectibles.”  
It’s amazing how different a place can look when it is cleaned up.  So the 
Flyers are going “light” as the days of the pancake breakfasts fade away.

We were thankful to learn recently that we will not be losing our 
hangar space.  The Metropolitan Airports Commission is focused on 
strictly enforcing the requirement that every hangar must include an 
airplane in it in order to maintain the lease.  So we bought an airplane, 
or at least part of one with an indetifying N-number to make it legal.  
Special thanks to Howie Klier for finding the 1964 Cessna 172 shell 
somewhere to the north of Flying Cloud Airport.  Given the condition 
of the bird it will probably be a 100 year project to bring it back to life.  
However, there is an airplane in our hangar so we can stay where we 
are.

We extend to all who read this our very best wishes for good health, 
happiness and peace this holiday season and new year.  

HAPPY LANDINGS FROM THE 
ZUHRAH FLYERS.

Tom Bredeson
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Greetings from the Steel 
Drum Band!

We all hope you enjoyed had a 
great Thanksgiving and are getting 
ready for the many holidays and 
New Year’s in a few weeks.

The black camel has once again 
visited our Brethen.  On October 
26, Noble Dean Yorston was called 
to the Celestial Lodge.  Dean was 
a charter member of the Steel 
Drum Band and also served as our 
first President.  We are keeping 
Judy and the rest of the Yorston 
family in our prayers.

The Steel Drum Band had 
their annual Christmas Party on 
December 4th at The Lookout in 
Maple Grove.  It was great seeing 
everyone including the Nobles 
from the Patrol and Guardians.

As we plan for 2022, the 
Steel Drum Band is looking for 
additional members.  We will 
start rehearsals on Saturdays in 
January.  Learning how to play a 
pan is easy and we will teach you.  
We are also in need of some help 
in support roles including drivers 
and some member to play some 
percussion instruments.  If you 
are interested in joining us, please 
contact Mark Kipp, 763-404-2476 
or ZuhrahSteelDrumBand@gmail.
com

To continue the series on the 
questions the Band receives at 
parades: 

Q: Are Steel drums used in 
today’s music?

A: Yes, steel drums can be 
heard in many different types 
of music today.  Typically steel 
drums are used to plan calypsos 
and other Caribbean Island 
music.  Today there is music for 
the steel drums for just about 
every occasion and style of music.  
Steel drum bands have recorded 
such songs as Pachelbel’s Canon 
in D, to (Beatles) Eleanor Rigby, 
to (Carlos Santana) Oye Como 

Va, to Amazing Grace to many 
Christmas songs.

Robert Greenidge is one of 
the most renowned steel drum 
players in the world and is a 
member of Jimmy Buffet’s Coral 
Reefer Band.  Any Parrotheads 
should be able to hear the 
steel drums on such songs as 
Brown Eyed Girl, Come Monday, 
Margaritaville, Changes in 
Latitudes and many others.

In closing, here is a portion of 
a letter written by Brother and 
President George Washingtons 
Circular Letter to the Governors 
of the United States dated April 
30, 1789.  I believe this ‘prayer’ 
is as important today as it was 
in 1789. This letter is frequently 
referred to as Washington’s 
Earnest Prayer, “Almighty GOD; 
we make our earnest prayer 
that Thou wilt keep the United 
States in Thy holy protection, 
that thou wilt incline the hearts 
of the citizens to cultivate a spirit 
of subordination and obedience 
to government; and entertain a 
brotherly affection and love for 
one another and for their fellow 
citizens of the United States of 
America at large. And finally 
that Thou wilt most graciously 
be pleased to dispose us all to 
do justice, to love mercy and 
to demean ourselves with that 
charity, humility and pacific 
temper of mind which were the 
characteristics of The Divine 
Author of our blessed religion, 
and without whose example in 
these things we can never hope 
to be a happy nation. Grant our 
supplication, we beseech thee, 
through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
Amen”

Mark Kipp
763-404-2476

ZuhrahSteelDrumBand@gmail.com

	

HHEELLPP!!!!!!!!  
We are currently getting anywhere between three and ten requests for 

transportation for our local patients every week and are in need of any help 
we can get with drivers. 

We need drivers from all areas of the cities, plus outstate. Some of the cities 
drivers have been requested for are Shakopee, Burnsville, Bloomington, Mpls, 

Plymouth, St. James, LeSeuer, Brooklyn Center, and Milaca. Requests are 
certainly not limited to those cities but that is some of the current ones. 

This is your chance to help out Zuhrah and our kids, plus maybe get some 
warm fuzzies while you are doing it. 

When you volunteer to drive you are also indirectly donating to the 
Transportation fund by saving some pretty crazy taxi fares. Drivers can be 
reimbursed for mileage, parking and some meals if it is an all day event. 

 If you would be available weekly, or even once a month, please let the office 
or Bill Vice know. It would be so greatly appreciated.  

612.232.2495 or viceeastbethel@msn.com 
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Funster Greetings;
It’s the Holiday Season!!  The year is 

almost over.  The first half of the year was 
pretty quiet but the second half went by 
in a flash.  Thank you to all of the Funsters 
for getting out and getting us back into the 
parade mode.  Things will certainly pick up 
more in 2022.

At our October stated meeting we gath-
ered early and worked on balloon blowing 
and sculptures.  We also enjoyed some of 

Zuhrah’s Haggies Pizzas before our meeting.  During the meeting we held 
elections for a new slate of officers for 2022.  We elected - Larry “Ziggy” 
Rode for President, Gerry “Ernie” Brandt for Director, Jim “Bozo Jr.” Burlin-
game for Secretary, Craig “Hairy” Pederson for Asst. Secretary, Reed “Bar-
ney” Bornholdt for Treasurer and Wayne “Buttons” Swenson for Marshal.  
Congratulations to our new officers.  Please work with them to make 2022 
a successful year.

At our November stated meeting we continued with some balloon 
blowing and sculpting.  We also voted on our contributions for the end of 

the year.  We are giving money to the Tree of Hope, the Women’s General 
Auxiliary, the Transportation Fund and the Feztival of Trees.  

Our installation of officers will be at the Holiday party on December 
5th at the Shrine Center.  It may have occurred by the time you read this.  
Thanks to our Chief Rabban, Curt Quast for doing the installation.  Also 
thank you to everyone that came and brought food to share.

We will not have a stated meeting in December.  Any business that 
needs to be discussed will be done at the Holiday party.

Coming events are the New Years Breakfast on January 1st and the 
Zuhrah annual meeting with election and installation of officers on Friday 
January 14th.  Make an effort to come to these events and support Zuhrah 
and our new officers.  Congratulations to them and Funster Wishes for a 
Great 2022!!  

We made it through another the year and definitely made progress 
from 2020.  God has blessed us so much that we sometimes forget how 
good that we really have it.  Let us look forward to a great 2022 with Ziggy 
as President and Ernie as Director.  They need all of our support.

Happy Holidays and Best wishes for the New Year!
Yours in the Faith, Jim “Bozo Jr.” Burlingame

2021 Funster President  |  763-447-1785

We help you grow, manage, and
preserve your wealth. 

952-921-2121
www.financialcompass.com

Get a Free
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Tim Jirak, CFP®, ChFC® 
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timothy.r.jirak@amfp.com 
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A private wealth advisory 
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Call us today at 
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Electronic Installations, Inc.
11545 Lakeland Dr., Suite 102
Maple Grove, MN 55369-3663
Phone (763) 425-8850 
Sales: sales@eiisecurity.com
Website: www.eiisecurity.com

Residential & Commercial Security

For All Your Security Technology Needs
Serving the Twin Cities metro area since 1971
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* Access Control Systems

* 24 Hours UL Listed Alarm Monitoring
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• Temperature & Water Sensors
• Lock Hardware & Repairs
• Door Closers & Checks
• Safe & Vaults
• Complete Locksmithing Services
• Total Security Provider

Monitoring Service
Starting at $ 19.95
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There’s a new Captain in the Zuhrah Cycle 
Corps. and I have to give homage to Tim “TORCH” 
Flannagan for his many years of Service to the 
Cycle Corps. His dedication to Zuhrah and all 
he has done for the Cycle corps and Shriners 
over the past decade a 3/4. TORCH has kept the 
Cycle corps together for many many years. His 
dedication to Zuhrah and the Cycle corps has 

been outstanding. It will be a tough job to match his dedication! I will try my 
best as we move forward and try to recruit more riders who are dedicated to 
riding motorcycles’ to the best of their abilities. Riding with the Zuhrah Cycle 
corps it has been for me since 1999 the best experience to learn more about 
how to handle and control a big bad Harley. I never expected to have to follow 
TORCH as Captain of Zuhrah Cycle corps. It’s very humbling to know I have big 
shoes to fill, I will do my best to make sure Zuhrah Cycle Corps maintains its 
best showing at parades as it has with all past Captain whom put together a 
bunch of dedicated riders! Tim “TORCH” Flannagan has retired and moved to 
Texas all our best wishes are with him that he has a happy and long fun filled 
retirement riding his Harley!

Birak Area Shrine Club members Bob 
Polzine, left, and Jon Tamke, recently 
presented gifts to the Shriners Childrens’ 
Clinic in Woodbury. Bob displays an 
assortment of gifts sewed by his wife, and 
Birak Ladies Auxiliary member, Jeanette 
Polzine. Jeanette sewed 53 Christmas bags, 
soon to be filled with toys for clinic patients, 
and 38 fleece blankets, all of which were 

donated to the Woodbury Clinic.
Jon is presenting three checks to Jennifer Sutch, Director of Development 

at Shriners Childrens’ Clinic. The $1,000 checks were designated to three 
different programs at Shriners Childrens’-Twin Cities: “Child Life”,a program 
that organizes camps for patients, Outreach, and POPS (prosthetic and 
orthopedic devices). 

Summer Recap - After a year’s 
absence, the Otter Tail County Fair 
was back in session in July. We 
served burgers, brat patties, hot 
dogs and beverages from our Shrine 
building which is located next to the 
Grandstand. Attendance at the first 
two nights’ Grandstand events were a 
little slim, but the final night was well 
attended and sales from the building 
were super.

Things looked a little sketchy 
August 20, the first night of the rodeo, 
in our joint venture with the Fergus 
Falls Saddle Club. With everything set 
up and ready to go, the Fergus Falls 
area got dumped on with over two 

inches of rain. There was an hour delay, 
but Friday’s event still took place.

 Saturday was a different story. The people filled the stands, and our crew 
was grilling the burgers as fast as they could. By the end of the night, we had 
sold out of all our food.

 Saturday, September 11, members of the Cooking Club hauled our 
smoker grill to Morris to prepare meat for the Morris Golden Sheaf Lodge 
#133. Members were selling food during the Prairie Pioneer Day. Money 
generated was to help with their scholarship fund.

 Election of Officers took place at our Stated Meeting Monday, October 
4. Elected to serve for the coming year were: President Gene Kelm, Vice 
President Jim Arvidson, Secretary Jon Tamke, Treasurer Zach Good, 3-Year 
Directors Gary Kelm and Bob Polzine, 2-Year Directors Jeff Schafer and Gary 
Anderson, and 1-Year Directors Josh Stock and Ken Friese, with Jon Anderson 
as Past President.

 We will again be cooking/smoking turkey breasts for the Clitherall Santa 
Day in December, and our Officer Installation Day is set for Saturday, January 
7, 2022 at the Woodshed in 
Ottertail.

Kar Kor
Our final appearance for 

the 2021 parade season was 
in Morris Saturday, September 
11. We had a great showing 
from our members and all our 
vehicles coursed through the 
parade route. We participated 
in about 16 parades this past 
summer. 

Submitted by Jon Tamke

Bob Polzine and Jon Tamke make 
presentations to Jennifer Sutch. 

Gene Kelm was a faithful driver at the Kar 
Kor Parades this past summer.
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0.05K FUN RUN/CAMEL CRAWL WRAP-UP!
On Saturday, September 25th, on a beautiful fall day, about 100 

individuals gathered for the first inaugural 0.05K Fun Run, aka the Camel 
Crawl.  Thanks to all of those that participated and donated financially 
and/or their time to the event, as we successfully raised $2,682.56 for 
the Shriners Children’s Twin Cities Clinic.

We are already working on plans for the 2022 Camel Crawl event, 
which is tentatively planned for Saturday, October 15th, so “Save the 
Date” and we hope to see you next year for another day of great fun and 
raising money for the Shriners Children’s Twin Cities clinic.  

Fraternally,
Noble Steven Scheffert

on behalf of the 0.05K Fun Run Committee

ZUHRAH ZEPHYRS
Greetings Nobles.

    This is the first article for Zuhrah’s newest unit, the Zuhrah Zephyrs.

    The Zephyrs are a unit dedicated to driving patients to appointments 
to Shriners for Children, sometimes to Gillette Children’s for surgeries 
and even to the Mayo!

    Before you start thinking, oh great, another chance to pay more 
dues, the Zephyrs are a non-dues paying unit for now. Anyone who has 
stepped up to help drive, knows that they give way more than dues 
already, when they help out our kids. Maybe down the road, members 
may decide that the unit could use dues, you never know!

    The main purpose of forming this unit is to be able to get a full 
roster of Nobles, who are willing to help out Zuhrah’s Transportation 
fund and our patient’s families. To be able to create an email list to share 
information from Shriners for Children T.C and directives from Tampa. 
And to try to set up area driver pools.

    Zuhrah’s Transportation fund has been pretty healthy the past 
couple of years, but lately we have been spending at least $1000 or more 
per month on taxis to get patients to their appointments. We also have a 
few families travelling out east for treatments. Zuhrah pays for air fares, 
driving expenses, hotels and meals. At this rate, the Transportation fund 
will be taking some bigger hits.

    What can I do to help you ask?

    Well, an easy, inexpensive fix is to step up and volunteer to help 
drive. Drivers are reimbursed for mileage, parking and some meals (if it 
is an all day event).

    Some of the taxi bills we get are over $100, When you volunteer to 
drive, you are indirectly donating to the Transportation fund, by saving 
those crazy taxi fares!! Plus the other reward……….”No man stands taller, 
than a man stooping to help a child”

    The past couple of years, we were getting on average, 1-2 requests 
every couple of weeks. Now, especially these past few months, we are 
getting 2-5 requests a week. With multiple rides needed some days. 
Those are just in Minneapolis and the surrounding Zuhrah suburbs. Our 
outstate Shrine clubs have plenty of opportunities to drive too!

    Right now, we have about 7-8 Nobles who we can count on, to 
drive once in a while, in the cities. It would be great to have someone 
drive only once or twice a month, but right now we have 3 drivers going 
at least once a week and sometimes more.

    The old saying of many hands make light work, really applies here!!

    We need drivers from all areas of the cities, plus outstate. So, this 
is your chance to help out Zuhrah and our kids, plus maybe get some 
warm fuzzies while you are doing it.

 If you are interested in joining the newest, and one of the more 
worthwhile units in Zuhrah, as a new or existing driver, or you would like 
some more information, get a hold of Bill Vice at:

612-232-2495  or  viceeastbethel@msn.com

Fraternally
Bill Vice
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Accounting Service
Gergory B. Arnott, PA
7201 Ohms Lane, Suite 225
Minnapolis,MN 55439-2162
Tel 952-893-5470 
Fax 952-893-3131
gregarnott.biz

Auto Dealers
Freeway Ford
Rob Stewart
Bloomington, MN
952-888-9481
www.freewayford.com

Lockwood Motors, Inc.
Chet Lockwood
Bob Lockwood
Marshall, MN
800-658-2455
www.Lockwoodmotors.com

Cleaning Services
Quick Dry-Tech Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning
Chuck Stennes
Minneapolis, MN
612-963-1816
Chuck@quickdry-tech.com

Financial Advisors
Financial Compass
Robert S. Davis, CFP
Eden Prairie, MN
952-921-2121
rsdavis@financialcompass.com
www.financialcompass.com

Jirak & Associates
Ameriprise Financial
Tim Jirak, CFP, ChFC
Minnetonka, MN
952-746-9447
timothy.r.jirak@ampf.com

Funeral Directors
Twin City Monuments
Morrie Toretsky
4827 Minnetonka Blvd, Minneapolis
952-920-4738
John Phillips
1133 University Ave, St. Paul
651-646-1542

Washburn McReavy
William L. McReavy, Sr.
William W. McReavy, Jr.
Jim Ewald
Minneapolis, MN
612-377-2203
www.washburn-mcreavy.com

Heating & Air
Standard Heating
Minneapolis, MN
612-824-2656
www.Standardheating.com

Insurance
Choice Insurance Agency
Owen R Seeley
Minnetonka, MN
952-417-0088
owendancer@tds.net

Mortgage
Summit Mortgage
Corporation
Nick Oliveri, Senior Loan Officer
NMLS #945004
612-964-7475
noliveri@summit-mortgage.com
www.nickoliveri.com

Printing & Signage
Precision Sign and Imaging, LLC
John Swaney, owner
12227 Nicollet Ave. S
Burnsville,MN 55337
952-595-5678
www.precisionsandi.com

Real Estate
Edina Realty
Craig Kamman
952-475-2411 / (c) 952-994-4451
craigkamman@edinarealty.com
www.craigkamman.com

Retail
Osseo Gun Club & Pro Shop
Chris Williamson
22 4th St NW
Osseo, MN 5369
763-269-6914

Roofing
Kaufman Roofing
Dick Kaufman
Minneapolis, MN
612-722-0965
Rkaufman@Gmail.com

Security
Central Lock & Safe
Darryl Metzger
Minneapolis, MN
612-788-9024
www.centrallockandsafe.com

Electronic Installations, Inc.
Maple Grove, MN
763-425-8850
sales@eiisecurity.com
www.eiisecurity.com

Senior Home Care
Independent Home Care Agency
Alexander O. Walker, Director
763-205-5763
3300 County Road 10, Suite 300E
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429

Contact Clif Bailey at 
cliftonbailey77@gmail.com
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TIRE & AUTO SERVICE 

Chanhassen 
Eden Prairie 

Eau Claire – East
Eau Claire – West

Hopkins 
Maple Grove 
Minnetonka 

St. Louis Park 
Wayzata 
Waconia 

  
CAR WASH & DETAIL 

CENTERS 

Chanhassen 
Excelsior 

Maple Grove 
  

COLLISION CENTER 

ChanhassenYoungstedts.com

50
YEARS

Our Family Taking Care of Yours for 50 Years!
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